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The mission of the Louisiana Survey is to estaliishchmarks and assess progress and regressions in
residents' assessments of state government serVieesSurvey has been conducted annually since, 2002
and was conducted twice in 2005 and 2006. Eacleguneludes core items designed to serve as
barometers of public opinion including whether sit@te is moving in the right direction, identificat of

the most important issues facing the state, grimtesrious areas of government service, evaluatain

state taxes, and identification of spending priesitEach survey also includes items designedtterbe
understand contemporary issues.

As part of an effort to assure that the Louisiane/8y fulfills its public service mission, input wa
solicited from a statewide Advisory Committee. Bavisory Committee provided invaluable insight
into the design of the questionnaire and in idgimt{ the issues that the survey most needed teaddr
While we are indebted to the committee members#air time and contributions, they bear no
responsibility for any mistakes in the question@aanalysis, or interpretation presented in thiere We

also thank the Reilly Family Foundation for the@ngrous support and vision in helping to create the
Louisiana Survey.

Questions regarding the content of this report khbe directed to:

Amy Reynolds
Director
Reilly Center for Media & Public Affairs
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, LA 70803
Phone: (225) 578-3488
E-mail: areynolds@Isu.edu

For more information on previous surveys, pleas#:www.survey.lsu.edu.
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Manship School Research Facility
Public Policy Research Lab
Media Effects Lab

TheManship School’'s Research Facilitfhouses th@ublic Policy Research Lab (PPRL)and the
Media Effects Lab (MEL). The facility is part of the Manship School of MaSommunication and the
Reilly Center for Media & Public Affairs. Theublic Policy Research Lalis dedicated to quality public
policy research through state-of-the-art survehntetogies. It helps advance scholarly and practical
research while playing a leadership role in statbraational public policy development.

The Public Policy Research LabPPRL) is a joint effort between the LSU Manshgh&ol's Reilly
Center for Media & Public Affairs and the LSU Cgleeof Humanities and Social Sciences.

The Public Policy Research Lab offers a varietyeskarch services including phone surveys, online
surveys, mail surveys, in-person intercept survagd,focus groups. We also provide social media
monitoring and analysis via Radian6, and demograptaipping services via ArcGIS.

PPRL is primarily known for phone surveys. PPRL Basomputer-assisted telephone interviewing
(CATI) workstations, and is one of the largest phsarvey data-collection facilities in the Southeas
Conference. The lab is dedicated to meeting thguengoals and objectives of each project by working
closely with those seeking data, research expatideanalysis.

Clients include: Louisiana Department of Health alugpitals; Louisiana Department of Labor;
Louisiana Division of Administration; University &outhern Mississippi; Louisiana Public
Broadcasting; Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant CongortLSU Health Sciences Center; Baton Rouge
Area Foundation; and the Centers for Disease Clomticb Prevention.

TheMedia Effects Labis one of the largest and most sophisticated diitd within a mass
communication program in the country. It is a sta#t¢he-art experimental lab equipped with 16
computer stations and a living room area for redesr a more natural environment. Researchers can
measure audiences’ physical responses (hearbtate] pressure, eye movement and brain activity) to
various media messages as well as gather theirdss toward those messages. Experiments and {srojec
track people’s responses to particular media conmtérat stimulates them; what doesn’t; what images
they pay attention to; which ones don't resonapec8ic software measures user interactivity and
responses to news websites and social networkieg} $inconscious attitudes can also be measured. Fo
example, one study looks at the effectivenessadymt placement in television dramas by using tweerth
rate as a measure of attention. This enables ms&arto connect the individual’'s involvement wittie
content, the product and the people using the mtodu

Contact Information:

Michael Climek
Public Policy Research Lab
T 225-578-7499
mclimek@Isu.edu, www.survey.lsu.edu
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

BY REPORT SECTION

Survey Methodology

About the Surveylhe 2014 Louisiana Survey includes a traditidaatlline telephone survey combined
with a survey of Louisiana cell phone users. Thsilte are weighted to reflect current population
demographics as reflected in the most recentliyablai Census data (see Table 1 at the end of the
Executive Summary on page 8). The combined sunvaudes 1095 respondents, including 571
respondents selected from landline telephone nusnbarandom-digit dialing and 524 respondents
selected from available cell phone blocks. Intemgievere conducted from February 4 to February 24,
2014. The overall survey has a margin of error/eB340 percentage points. The response rate for the
landline portion of the survey was 9 percent, meguiat 9 percent of calls to eligible households
resulted in a completed interview. The responsefatthe cell phone survey was also 9 percent.
Response rates for surveys have been consisterdlinithg over the past several decades and these
response rates are within the range of what ndtsamaey organizations such as the Pew Centehtor t
People and the Press and Gallup have reported.

State of the State

Forty-four percent of Louisiana residents say tagess headed in the wrong direction, down 8
points (from 52) in 2013. There has been little sroent from last year in the number of
respondents who believe the state is heading irighedirection; only 41 percent of residents
say the state is headed in the right direction.

0 Residents in Southwest Louisiana and in the Nodireshnd surrounding parishes are
most optimistic about the direction of the state 850 see significant differences by
gender, race, and partisanship with whites, maled,Republican residents most positive
about the state’s direction.

Nearly 3 out of 10 residents (29 percent) say‘fRdtication” is the biggest problem facing the
state. This is the first time since 2008 that nmayaisiana residents identified education, rather
than the economy, as the state’s most pressindgmob

0 Over the past year, the number of residents idem¢jfeducation as the most important
issue increased by 9 points from 20 to 29 percériievthe number identifying the
economy decreased slightly from 25 percent to 28que.

o Unlike the rest of the state, New Orleans residbaligve crime rivals education and the
economy as the public’s top concern. Sixteen pekrespondents cite crime as the
most important problem, more than double that gf@her area.

Nearly 2 out of 5 (36 percent) residents have clenfte that state government will effectively
address the most important problem facing the .sitee 2009, confidence that state
government will address the most important iss@ssdeclined by 28 points from 64 percent to
36 percent.

Economic Evaluations

Thirty-two percent of residents said the Louisiasanomy was doing better than the national
economy and 26 percent said the Louisiana econoasydeing better than other states in the
southern region.
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o This is strange as Louisiana’s unemployment cossirto be below national and regional
averages, yet Louisiana residents generally dpemmeive the Louisiana economy as
stronger than the national or regional economies.

Louisiana residents are more positive about stasenbss conditions. Twenty-six percent of
residents say state business conditions have dod¢téer over the past year. This is up from 19
percent in 2013.

Three out of four (74 percent) of Louisiana restdgand 55 percent of Republicans) support
increasing the minimum wage to $8.50 per hour.

Taxes & Spending

Forty-three percent of residents believe statesgabes are too high and need to be reduced.
Thirty-eight percent believe state income taxeg@wehigh and need to be reduced. A majority of
Louisiana residents — 55 percent — believe taxntiees are a good idea for attracting new
business or encouraging existing businesses tadxpa
Louisiana residents support more government spgndigeveral areas:
o0 80 percent of residents support increasing sperahingimary and secondary education.
0 74 percent on higher education.
0 69 percent on roads and infrastructure.
0 68 percent on economic development.
0 57 percent on health care.
Only 1 out of 5 residents (22 percent) support nspending on social assistance programs such
as welfare.
Only 1 out of 5 residents (19 percent) support nspending on prisons.

Education and the Common Core

Only 1 out of 5 Louisiana residents give Louisianaublic schools an A or a B on a standard
A, B, C, D, F scale.

o For reference, in 2011 1 out of 3 (33 percent)dessis gave the public schools an A
or B.

Fifty-three percent of residents in the Northshamd surrounding parishes give the schools in
their local community an A or B, compared to 26geet in the Orleans region.

Nearly 1 out of 2 Louisiana residents have notdtheithe Common Core. Forty-eight
percent of residents said they were not very omanatl familiar with the Common Core.
Nearly 1 out of 4 (24 percent) residents say then@on Core is too demanding, 24 percent
say it is about right and 25 percent say it isderhanding enough.

Forty-eight percent of residents said they are wersomewhat confident the Common Core
will ensure students are college or career reatiilevds percent said they were not very or
not at all confident.

0 People who are more familiar with the Common Coeecraore likely to say the
standards are too demanding and that the Commanvbbmot make students more
college or career ready. Forty-five percent ofdests who say they are very familiar
with the Common Core say it is too demanding angdisent say of these residents
say they are not very or not all confident the Camr@ore will make students more
college or career ready.
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Higher Education

Nearly 3 out of 4 (72 percent) of residents say thieuld support a small increase in the
sales tax if the additional money went to higharcadion.

0 Seventy-four percent of Louisiana residents sapdipg on higher education should

be increased when asked a general question oniyt atade spending priorities.

Nearly 3 out of 5 residents (59 percent) said thygyose giving state colleges and universities
tuition authority, 33 percent support the propoaal] 7 percent were unsure or didn’t know.
Louisiana residents reject the idea of reducingdbed amount qualified students receive for
TOPS by a 74-22 margin; however, 54 percent oflezgs support increasing academic
requirements while 49 percent support providintagrhonetary award.

Health Care:

The majority of Louisiana residents have negatiesvg on the Affordable Care Act, in
regard to cost, quality, and overall opinion.

Nearly 3 out of 5 (58 percent) Louisiana residérage an unfavorable view of the
Affordable Care Act, 31 percent have a favorab&wiand 11 percent don't know or are
unsure.

Two out of five (39 percent) Louisiana residentkdwe the ACA will reduce the overall
quality of health care while only 14 percent ofidests believe it will improve quality.
Additionally more than 1 out of 2 (55 percent) desits believe the ACA will make their
health care insurance maore expensive. Only 7 pebadieve it will make their health
insurance less expensive, and 1 in 3 residentpéB3nt) believe it won't make much
difference.

Social Issues

Race RelationsA majority of Louisiana residents — 54 perceltelieve that some groups in
Louisiana are advantaged because of their racewW8ipercent believe everyone has a fair
chance.

0 These perceptions are sharply divided by raceeréemt of African-Americans
believe some groups are advantaged because afoageared to 43 percent of white
residents.

Political Influence An overwhelming majority of Louisiana residentZ8-percent — believe
that campaign contributors have more influence tiverpolitical process than citizens.

0 Seventy-one percent support requiring donors tdake their occupation.

Crime Sixty-two percent of Louisiana residents beligvat crime is increasing in the state
and 47 percent believe that crime is increasirtgéir local community.

Sentencing Refornbouisiana residents overwhelming support — b-&7 margin —
reducing sentences for people convicted of norewibtrimes.

Same Sex Marriage and Civil Unior8upport for same sex marriage increased frono 32t
percent over the past year while support for cinilbns increased from 47 to 50 percent.

0 A Washington Post ABC-News poll in Feb. 2014 reggbrtational support for gay
marriage as 59 percent.

Legalizing Marijuana Louisiana residents endorse legalizing medicaljosna - by a 79-19
margin - but continue to oppose legalization faispeal use.

o Forty-four percent of Louisiana residents suppegalizing marijuana for personal
use while 54 percent are opposed.
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Restricting FirearmsLouisiana residents might support some tightstricions on firearms
access, but oppose a ban on assault weaponsfi#dtgercent of residents said they support
stricter statewide restrictions on access to firsawhile 43 percent were opposed. Fifty-four
percent, however, oppose a statewide ban on asgeatons.

Vaccinations While Louisiana residents overwhelming recogrizg the health benefits of
vaccinations outweigh the risks, a substantial miyng¢25 percent) either believe
vaccinations are more dangerous than the diseasgsite designed to prevent (14 percent)
or are unsure (11 percent).

Climate ChangeSixty-percent of Louisiana residents say the @ierlemperatures have
probably been going up over the past 100 yearsoitdythalf of those same respondents
believe the change is due to human activity.

Tort Reform Sixty-four percent of Louisiana residents belidvere should be limits on the
amount of damages a plaintiff can seek in a cagkb8 percent believe that at least some
businesses avoid Louisiana over concerns abolgdaé environment.
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Census Population and Weighted Sample

In Table 1, we present the basic demographicsh®population and the weighted sample. As pahef t
analysis, we examined crosstabs on age, race, temtydacome, and partisan affiliation on eachtudf t
substantive questions included in the report bes@nt only the crosstabs that are statisticallyifsognt
and substantively interesting. A full set of ctabs is available on request.

Table 1: Comparison of Census Population Estimates_ouisiana Survey Weighted Survey Sample
Estimates

Census Population LOUIS'E\I/U:i;#tZgy 2014
Estimate Sample Estimate
Gender
Male 49.2 48.3
Female 50.8 51.7
Race
White 63.6 60.9
Black 29.1 30.6
Other 7.3 8.6
Age
18-24 13.0 13.7
25-34 175 18.7
35-44 17.6 16.1
45-54 19.0 18.2
55-64 15.6 16.3
65 and older 17.3 17.1
Education
Less than High School 14.2 9.0
High School 28.2 22.6
Some College 29.0 32.2
College 28.5 35.9
Income
Less than $10,000 10.4 10.5
$10,000 - $19,999 14.1 12.2
$20,000 - $29,999 12.2 10.6
$30,000 - $39,999 10.9 10.6
$40,000 - 49,999 9.5 9.1
$50,000 - $74,999 17.2 16.2
$75,000 - $99,999 10.7 12.0
$100,000-$199,999 12.3 14.1
$200,000 or more 2.7 4.8
Macs Communication Lsu
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Chapter 1: The State of the State

l. Right Direction

Over the past year, the percentage of
Louisiana residents saying the state was
moving in the wrong direction declined by 8
points. Residents are not suddenly more
positive about the direction of the state as t
right direction number increased only slight
from 38 percent to 41 percent. The biggest
shift was in the “don’t know” responses,
which increased from 10 percent in 2013 to
15 percent in 2014. The best interpretation
may be that there is increased uncertainty
about the state’s direction relative to 2013.

Regional differences emerge in these
perceptions with residents in the Northshor

and Southwest Louisiana most positive ab

D
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t

the direction of the state. Forty-nine percent oftNshore residents and 47 percent of Southwest
Louisiana residents said the state was headirtginight direction compared to 38 percent in Baton
Rouge, 37 percent in North Louisiana and 37 perice@rleans.

Men, Republicans, and wealthier residents are gépenore positive. The gender gap on the right
direction question is 12 points, with 47 perceningin compared to 35 percent of women saying the sta
is heading in the right direction. In terms of ine®, 1 in 2 residents earning between $100,000 and
$200,000 say the state is heading in the righttio® compared to slightly less than 1 in 4 residen
earning between $10,000 and $20,000. Finally, ssrship colors perceptions of the state’s directén
percent of Republicans compared to 37 percent ofdgeats and 35 percent of Independents say the stat

IS moving in the right direction.
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Il. Most Important Problem

Respondents continue to cite
education and the economy as
Louisiana’s most important
problems. The percent of
residents identifying education a
the state’s most pressing proble
increased by 9-points relative to
2013, while concern about the
economy declined slightly from
25 percent to 23 percent. Since
2012, the percent of residents
citing the economy as the state’s
most pressing problem has

declined 11-points from 34

percent in 2012 to 23 percent in 2014.

Manship School of
Mass Communication
Reilly Center For

Media & Public Affairs

For the first time since the 2008
Louisiana Survey, the number
of residents citing education as
the state’s most important
problem is greater than the
number citing the economy.
While the number of people
who cite politics as a top
concern increased only slightly
relative to 2013 — increasing
from 14 percent to 15 percent -
it remains more than double the
number who identified politics
or government as a top concern
in 2012 (7 percent).
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As in previous years, we also see notable

1 regional differences. In Southwest Louisiana,
1 the Northshore, and Baton Rouge, for
1 example, residents express greater concern
| about education and less concern about the
| economy and crime. North Louisiana is the
| only region where more residents identified
| . . . the economy and jobs as a more pressing

( 0 $ 0

I'$

%! $ & concern than education. In New Orleans,
concern about crime rivals concerns about
#9$$ education and the economy and is
significantly greater than in any other region.

.$
I'$
(

M. Confidence State Officials Will Effectively AddressMost Important Problem

The 2014 Louisiana Survey reveals
another drop in confidence that officials # % & ' ($3
will effectively address the state’s most )
important problem. While the drop
relative to 2013 is small (3-points), it
fits the downward trend that began in
2009. In 2009, 64 percent of Louisiana
residents said they were somewhat or
very confident that the state would
address the most important problem. I
2014, only 36 percent say they are
somewhat or very confident their most
pressing concerns will be addressed.

Residents in the Baton Rouge area, th¢
capitol region, express the least
confidence their most pressing concerr 0 1l
will be addressed — only 28 percent saia
they are very or somewhat confident - while resisi@m Southwestern Louisiana express the most
confidence (42 percent are very or somewhat confjd# is worth noting as well that more educated
respondents express less confidence than lesstedueapondents. Thirty-one percent of residentts ai
college degree say they are very or somewhat cemifistate government will address their most pngssi
concern compared to 40 percent of residents wihitigla school degree. Republicans express greater
confidence (47 percent very or somewhat confidigra) Democrats (31 percent) or Independents (30
percent).
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V. Economic Evaluations

. 14.0% and over
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Local Arza Unemployment S atistics 3.9% or below

While citizen economic evaluations reflect a ranfeonsiderations, the unemployment rate is ofedu
as a proxy for state economic health. On this nreaswuisiana fares quite well. The state
unemployment rate has declined from 6.5 perceB0i? to 5.4 percent for 2013, and Louisiana is
outperforming the regional and the national avesa@s other measures, such as personal income,
Louisiana performs less well relative to the nadicaverages, but those numbers are also lessigertsit
short-term economic influences.

# * 4

f 4+ . Despite the unemployment numbers, Louisiana

residents are not overly positive about the

1 performance of the state economy relative to the
country or the southern region. Thirty-two
percent of Louisiana residents say the state is
doing better economically than the U.S. overall,
34 percent say Louisiana is doing about the
same, and 32 percent say the state is doing worse
than the national economy. This is a slight
improvement (though statistically insignificant)
over 2013 when 29 percent said Louisiana was
doing better than the U.S. Perceptions of
economic performance are closely tied to gender,
race, income, and partisan affiliation. First, ther
is a 20-point gender gap on the perception of Liangseconomic performance with 42 percent of men
saying the state is doing better than the redtetbuntry compared to 22 percent of women. Se@#hd,
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percent of white residents compared to 18 perdeltack residents say the state economy is
outperforming the national economy. Third, appradiety 23 percent of Louisiana residents making less
than $20,000 say the state is performing better the national economy. This compares to 49 pemfent

residents earning $100,000 to
$200,000. Finally, 47 percent of
Republicans compared to 24 percent
of Demaocrats say the state economy
doing better than the national
economy.

Louisiana residents are less positive
about how the state is performing
relative to the southern region: 26
percent of residents say the Louisian
economy is outperforming other state
in the region, 46 percent say it is abo
the same, and 24 percent say it is
worse. As with the national numbers,
this is a slight, though statistically

insignificant, improvement over 2013

*
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when 22 percent said the Louisiana

economy was doing better than the southern refjfisee similar gender, race, income, and partisan
gaps in evaluations of regional economic perforreamith men, whites, wealthier residents, and
Republicans more likely to say the Louisiana econ@moing better than the region.

#$ % .

The overall economic situation is reflected in
citizen evaluations, as Louisiana residents are
more positive about both their personal financial
situation and state business conditions. First, the
percent of residents saying that their personal
finances have gotten better over the past year
increased from 19 percent in 2013 to 25 percent in
2014. More educated residents are more likely to
report their personal financial conditions have
gotten better (29 percent) than residents with a
high school degree (21 percent) or less (18
percent). Older and retired residents are the least
likely to say their personal finances have gotten
better. Only 11 percent of retired residents and
only 13 percent of residents 65 and older say their
personal finances have improved over the past
year.



The storyline is similar when we turn to state hass conditions. The percent of residents sayatg st
business conditions have gotten better increased 19 percent in 2013 to 26 percent in 2014. This
perception holds throughout most of the state wiith notable exception: In North Louisiana, only 14
percent of residents say state business conditiavis gotten better. Moreover, while older and eeitir
residents may express greater concern about thesopal finances, we see few differences in their
evaluations of state business conditions.

When it comes to national business conditions, rostsiana residents believe conditions have
remained largely the same. The percent of Louisias@ents saying national business conditions have
gotten better decreased slightly from 21 percedBtpercent, while the percent saying nationalrimss
conditions had gotten worse declined from 45 tpd@ent. Perceptions of national business condition
are reflective of race and partisanship. Only 1@get of white residents compared to 28 percebtaufk
residents say national business conditions havergbetter over the past year. Similarly, only cpat

of Republicans compared to 30 percent of Demos@tiational business conditions have improved.

V. The Minimum Wage

Legislators in Baton Rouge and Washington, D.Ccaresntly debating proposals to increase the
minimum wage Without commenting on the merits @St proposals, Louisiana residents are generally
supportive of efforts to increase the minimum wem&8.50 an hour. The specific question wordingsis
follows:

Do you favor or oppose increasing the minimum wagdeuisiana to $8.50 an hour?

Seventy-four percent of our respondents said
v /0_) they supported the minimum wage increase, 23
percent opposed and 3 percent said they were
3 unsure or did not know. While we do see some

4 . differences in levels of support across various
%)$ _- groups, majority support for an increase
extends across regional, demographic, and
partisan breakdowns. For example, men are
less supportive (68 percent) than women (80
. percent). College educated respondents are
similarly less supportive (68 percent) than
respondents without a high school degree (83
percent). Across all of these groups, howevempstmutpaces opposition. Fifty-five percent of
Republicans support the proposal as asked inphlisifec guestion. While the question capturesseba
level of support for increasing the minimum wageldes not capture how willing people are to make a
tradeoff between increasing the minimum wage aectitential increased costs for goods and services,
potential effects on small businesses, or poteftiahe increase to result in a net job loss.

Please also note that this question_did not comtajualifier in regard to automatically increasihg
minimum wage with the cost of living. We asked sadjuestion in the fall of 2013 in a separate surve
on behalf of thé.ouisiana Budget Projecbut this is a different question, in a differsatvey.

(The Louisiana Budget Project data is here: httpaiiv.labudget.org/lbp/2014/02/louisiana-needs-a-bigivage/)



Chapter 2: Taxes & Spending

I Are Taxes Too High?

We see little change in perceptions that
$ 1213" % state income or state sales taxes are too
4% .!$ 3 high and need to be reduced. Since
7 2013, the percent of residents saying
state sales taxes are too high and need
to be reduced remained flat at 43
- percent. The survey showed a one-
point increase in residents saying state
income taxes were too high and needed
to be reduced - from 37 percent to 38
percent. With regard to local property
1 taxes, the percent of residents saying
taxes were too high and needed to be
reduced declined slightly from 45
percent in 2013 to 43 percent in 2014.
Consistent with previous years, few
residents (no more than 7 percent)

—=( 5 679% ( ('$679%

believe that taxes are too low and need to be aseck

The responses also showed partisan differences ipréferences. For example, 49 percent of Den®crat
say that sales taxes are too high and need tadbhegd compared to 40 percent of Republicans. Vithen
comes to income taxes these numbers are reve@dr8ent of Democrats compared to 43 percent of
Republicans say income taxes are too high and todeel reduced.

Il. Tax System Overhaul

Viewing the tax system as a whole, Louisiana regglare split on whether the system needs a major
overhaul or — at most — only minor tweaking. Spealfy, we asked residents to respond to the fahow
question:

Which of the following statements comes closeskpoessing your view when it comes to reforming
the Louisiana tax system?

On the whole, the Louisiana tax system works prettyand the state legislature should
make only minor changes to make it work better.

There is so much wrong with the Louisiana tax systeat the state legislature should
completely change it.
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The results are fairly evenly split between resigdevho think the system works pretty well (46 petge
and those who believe it needs to be completedgeth(®#5 percent). Perceptions of how well the tax
system works differ by race, income, and partidéliaion with African-Americans, lower income, dn
Democrats more likely to say the system needs tmb®letely changed.

Thirty-eight percent of white respondents compdoesh percent of African-Americans say the
system should be completely changed.

More than 55 percent of respondents making less$t8,000 annually say the system should be
completely changed compared to 42 percent of refgus making between $100,000 and
$200,000.

Fifty-one percent of Democrats compared to 39 pereERepublicans say the system needs to
be completely changed.

M. Support of Tax Incentives

To gauge support for tax incentives as an econdmielopment tool, we asked respondents the
following question:

As you may be aware, Louisiana often providesrte&ritives to businesses to locate or expand in
Louisiana. Overall, do you think it is a good idea Louisiana to provide these tax incentives to
businesses, a bad idea, or haven't you given iagméhought?

A majority of respondents — 55 percent — thoughitinaentives were a good idea. There is very little
opposition to tax incentives — only 10 percentesfpondents. The remaining 35 percent said theybiad
given it enough thought or did not know. Supporttfx incentives differs by region, race, education
income, and partisanship.



In terms of regional differences, Orleans showdehst support (50 percent) for tax incentives,
while the Northshore and surrounding parishes shgwie most support (63 percent).

Sixty-two percent of white respondents comparedltpercent of African-American respondents
say tax incentives are a good idea. More than 5€epeof African-American respondents
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compared to 26 percent of white
respondents said they did not know
or hadn’t given it enough thought.

Sixty-seven percent of
college graduates compared to 45
percent of high school graduates
say tax incentives are a good idea.
Slightly fewer than 1 in 4 college
graduates say they haven't given it
enough thought to know whether
tax incentives are a good idea,
compared to 44 percent of
respondents with a high school
degree, and 59 percent of
respondents with less than a high
school degree.

Twenty-seven percent of residents earning less$ti@r000 annually say tax incentives are a
good idea, compared to 73 percent of residentsrepbetween $100,000 and $200,000.
Sixty-six percent of Republicans compared to 5@eetrof Democrats say tax incentives are a

good idea.



V. Support for Spending
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While Louisiana residents often express supporsfioaller government in the abstract, they also esado
more spending on a range of government servicabel@014 Louisiana Survey, we asked residents
whether spending should be increased, decreadexpbabout the same for primary and secondary
education, higher education, roads and infrastractittracting new businesses and jobs to the state
health care, social assistance programs such &&rgvahd food stamps, and prisons. Louisiana retide
show strong support for increased spending on pyimad secondary education (80 percent), higher
education (75 percent), roads and infrastructudepggcent), efforts at attracting news businessds a
jobs to the state (68 percent), and health car@€sdent). In only two areas — prisons and social
assistance programs — does support fall below Eepefor increased spending.

One of the weaknesses of this type of questiomaisit is difficult to force citizens to make adesoff
between available revenue and spending. As suhpérhaps best to read the results as a list of
priorities rather than actual preferences for spend



Chapter 3: Education and the Common Core
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For reference in 2011 the question wording was:

I.  Grading Public Schools

In the twelve years we have been
conducting the Louisiana Survey, K-12
education has consistently rated as one of
the single most important issues confronting
the state. As a long-standing issue, public
schools have also fared poorly in the eyes of
the citizenry. Despite a wave of reform
efforts, citizen grades for public schools
barely differ from 2011 (the last time we
asked this question). Though this may
reflect a slight change in question wording,
fewer Louisiana residents gave public
schools an A or B in 2014 than in 2011.

As you know students are often given a
grade A through F. Please indicate what
grade you would give the following items
[a few items were listed including...]
Louisiana public schools

In 2014 the wording was:
Students are often given the grades A, B
C, D, or F to denote the quality of their

work. What grade would you give to
Louisiana public schools overall?

Citizens are significantly more positive
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about schools in their local community

than in the state overall. Thirty-nine percentesfidents gave the schools in the local communité an

B compared to 21 percent for the state overall. dd@t see many differences across demographic or
partisan categories when we examine evaluatiotecaf community schools, but differences do emerge
for schools in the state overall. For examplep@&ent of African-American respondents graded gisho
in Louisiana overall as A or B compared to 17 petod white respondents. Twenty-nine percent of
Louisiana residents with a high school degree g8 gade Louisiana schools as an A or B compared to
15 percent of respondents with a college degresil&8ly, 28 percent of residents earning less than
$10,000 give schools an A or B compared to apprateig 10 percent earning $100,000 or more. Such
differences are consistent with what we know alpailadic opinion more generally: Views of the system
are often more negative than views of local ingtis.



This is even more apparent when we look

% $ " 8(8 8.8 at differences across region. While the gap
varies from region to region, residents give

local schools higher grades than public

_ schools statewide.

[I. The Common Core

One effort to improve the public schools
has been to adopt consistent standards
. across all states via the Common Core.

( %! $ & 0 $ 0 While controversies over the adoption and
s implementation of the Common Core
m/ " m( standards have been heated, they haven't

penetrated deeply into public
consciousness. Roughly half of
Louisiana residents (48 percent) claim 6 +7 # #
they are not very or not at all familiar *$

with the standard. Familiarity with the
Common Core reflects education levels
and the presence of a child in the 1
household. Fifty-eight percent of college
educated residents are very or somewh
familiar with the Common Core
compared to 32 percent of respondents
with less than a high school degree. -
Those most directly affected are also
more familiar: 65 percent of respondent
with a child in_public school are familiar /5% (1 -
or very familiar with the Common Core. (!
For reference, 51 percent of responden
with a child in_private school are very or somewfaatiliar.

+

Given the low levels of familiarity with the Comm@&wore, one should exercise caution in evaluating
associated opinion. We sought to gauge two relaittddes: (1) Whether residents believe the Common
Core standards were too demanding, about rigimobdemanding enough; and (2) Whether residents
believe the Common Core standards would make stsideore college or career ready when they
graduated.
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$ 3 On the first question, the jury is

decidedly split: 24 percent say the
standards are too demanding, 24
percent say they are about right and

_ 25 percent say they are not
) demanding enough. More than 1in 4
residents admit to not having enough
i information or simply not knowing if
. the standards are too demanding.
: : : , Women, more educated respondents,
6 1- 0 3

and respondents with a child in the
public schools are more likely to say
the standards are too demanding:

Thirty percent of women compared to 17 percent efi say the standards are too demanding.
Twenty-nine percent of college-educated respondmntgpared to 13 percent of respondents with
less than a high school education say the standaed®o demanding.

Thirty-eight percent of respondents with a childhia public schools say the standards are too
demanding.

The critical variable that crosses
each of these findings appears to +"# # 1

be familiarity. Forty-five percent $"+6 +
of residents who say they are ver
familiar with the Common Core i
believe the standards are too -
demanding compared to 27 1
percent who are somewhat ]

familiar, 24 percent who not very i

familiar and 4 percent who are n@ |

at all familiar. Generally, those

less familiar with the Common |

Core are also more likely to say , , __In
< 5! (. 0 0o

the standards are not demanding
enough. Nineteen percent of ;! ;! ;!
respondents who are very familiar
say the standards are not demanding enough comimeBddpercent of those who say they are not
familiar. The one exception is the group who saysmot at all familiar: 64 percent of these raspents
say they do not know or do not have enough infaionat




Louisiana residents are also divided as to
whether the Common Core standards
will better prepare students for college
and careers. Forty-eight percent of
respondents say they are very confident
(19 percent) or somewhat confident (29
percent) that the Common Core will
assure that students are college or career
ready when they graduate from high
school; 35 percent are not very confident
(17 percent) or not at all confident (18
percent); and, 17 percent were unsure or
did not know. Several interesting
demographic differences emerge on this
question:

Forty-one percent of white respondents compar&d tpercent of African-Americans say they
are very or somewhat confident the Common Coremilke students more college or career

ready.

Forty percent of college educated respondents sgmenfidence in Common Core compared to
57 percent of respondents with a high school degree

Fifty-nine percent of Democrats compared to 36 @arof Republicans and 43 percent of
Independents express confidence in Common Core.

Also, we do not see a big difference for resporgl®iith children in public schools. Forty-five pent®f
respondents with a child in public schools say teyvery or somewhat confident the Common Core
will make students more college or career readly, slightly below the number for all respondent8 (4

percent).

The findings do parallel the earlier results
with respect to familiarity. The more
familiar respondents are with the Commo
Core, the more likely they are to say they
are not very or not at all confident that it
will achieve its objectives of assuring
students are college or career ready. Fifty
five percent of respondents who say they:
are very familiar with the Common Core
say they are not very or not at all confide
it will help make students more college or
career ready, compared to just 21 percen
of respondents who are not at all familiar
Notably, the less familiar are not more

inclined to say they are very or somewha

confident but are instead more likely to say theyhdt know.



. School Vouchers

While vouchers are now a reality in Louisiana, ribpinion remains divided. Fifty percent of
respondents support “providing parents with chitdrefailing public schools with tax money in thain
of scholarships to help pay for their children ti@iad private or religious schools,” while 45 pericare
opposed and 5 percent are unsure or don’t know.

Fifty-five percent of men compared to 45 percentvofnen support vouchers.

Sixty-one percent of African-Americans compared4gercent of white respondents support
vouchers.

Sixty percent of respondents with less than hidglostcompared to 44 percent of college
graduates support vouchers.



Chapter 4: Higher Education

Earlier in the report we noted support for highgueation as a spending priority. Seventy-six peroén
respondents said they preferred increased spendihggher education, and they place higher edutatio
second as a spending priority behind primary acdrsgary education. To gauge whether respondents
would support a spending increase
even if it meant they had to pay mor () 5 (N('$675 $ |
in taxes, we asked the following 1 '@

question:Would you support or .
oppose a state-wide sales tax .

increase of 1 extra cent for every 4 T
dollars spent if all of the additional ]
money generated went toward highe i
education? |
Seventy-one percent of residents se i
they would favor such a proposal, 2 i

percent opposed and 2 percent saio
they were unsure or didn’t know.
While we see differences in levels o 6
support across demographic

categories, support never falls below 50 perceme. [dwest level of support — 55 percent — is fram o
oldest age group (65 and older).

Even though a majority of residents support spandinre on higher education to the point of paying
more taxes, they are unwilling to turn over thesk&yuniversities to set their own tuition. Theafe
question wording is as follow§Vould you support or oppose a proposal allowingikiauma colleges and
universities to set tuition without state legislatiapproval?

Just 1 in 3 residents support allowing colleges and
%& ", & universities to set tuition; 59 percent are oppcsadi 7
1 ( + percent are unsure. While there are some diffeeence
across demographic and partisan divisions, those
differences tend to reflect the degree of oppasitio
rather than support. For example, 35 percent of
Democrats say they support giving universitiesdnit
authority compared to 27 percent of Republicans.

Please note that in the question we did not specify
public universities in Louisiana, so it is possitiat
some uninformed respondents could have assumed
private universities, such as Tulane, were incluihed

%)) $

the question.



I " 1< 6%$"6
! : Al
$ 3%
Y B%H()
5 % A $ AL,
L+ TN A
) ! ? 1"'6%$ B
#' ! . ) 8 $
)$ .- $3
y ton '$
m()) m %)) $

As in previous years, residents are unwilling terathe total amount of money qualified studentenee
from TOPS, but may be more willing to consider meréase of the academic requirements for eligjbilit
or providing a flat monetary fee that is not tieduition. Seventy-four percent of respondents sppo
reducing the total amount qualified students rexfiom the TOPS program, yet 54 percent would
support increasing academic requirements to quiaifan award or providing a flat monetary awardtl no
tied to tuition. While potential reforms to the TORinding formula have been on the legislative dgen
for several years, these attitudes have not chaageeat deal. In the 2013 Louisiana Survey, 78qrdr
opposed reducing the total amount qualified stulesteive for TOPS, 57 supported increasing the
academic requirements, and 46 percent supporteitiprg a flat monetary award.

Opposition to reducing the total amount of moneyt tualified students receive from TOPS is nearly
universal. However, differences appear in the deapiyc breakouts:

Men are more supportive of reducing the total anhoeceived than women by a 26 to 18 percent
margin.

Forty-two percent of residents with less than dlsghool education support reducing the total
amount of a TOPS awards compared to 14 percemsspbndents with a college degree.
Seventeen percent of white respondents compar& percent of African-American respondents
support limiting the amount of a TOPS award.

When we examine the demographic breakouts for &sing the academic standards to qualify for a
TOPS award, we see very different patterns:

Fifty-nine percent of white respondents compareddtpercent of African Americans support
increasing the academic requirements to qualifaféOPS award.

We see no clear pattern with respect to educagiosl but do see differences based on partisan
affiliation. Sixty-nine percent of Republicans ccamngd to 48 percent of Democrats and 52
percent of Independents support increasing theemoiad equirements.

Finally, we see very few demographic or partisdfecences in support for providing a flat monetary
award not tied to tuition.



Chapter 5: Health Care

Though only identified by 10 percent of Louisiaeaidents as the state’s most pressing issue, lezaith
is consistently ranked as the third most imporissiie behind education and the economy. Despiéntec
budget cuts, this is also an area where a majofitgsidents (57percent) would like to see incrdase
spending, while only a small fraction — 12 percemiould like to see cuts. With this in mind, we edla
series of questions about national health caremefmcluding whether the individual has a favoeabt
unfavorable opinion of the Affordable Care Act (Af;Avhether families are better or worse off undher t
ACA, and perceptions regarding the expense andtyadicare.

The current survey estimates that 16 percent ofsiama adults (18 and over) and 19 percent of
nonelderly adults (18-64) are uninsured. Thisighsly below the 2013 Louisiana Health Insurance
Survey (LHIS), which estimated the number of noadiduninsured at 22 percent. Such variations are
common and are likely due to differences in sangplguestion and weighting procedures. Even so, the
current estimate is a little low compared to the & HFor reference, the 2013 Louisiana Health Insurance
Survey study is here: http://new.dhh.louisiana.gsséts/medicaid/LHIS/2013LHIS/LHIS2013Finalv2.pdf)

The specific question wording to gauge favorabiktiisted as followsAs you may know, The Affordable
Care Act was signed into law in 2010. Given witat know about the Affordable Care Act, do you have
a generally favorable or generally unfavorable apmof it?

[For reference — our callers were specifically ingtted that they could say “Obama Care” if a
respondent asked for clarity on whether the ACA‘@latama Care” were one in the same. However, the
callers could not independently choose to say “Oa&are”, they only said it if asked for clarificati.]

Fifty-eight percent of Louisiana residents have
- 717 $ ( $ an unfavorable attitude toward the Affordable
” ( Care Act, 31 percent have a favorable atittude
and 11 percent don’t know or are unsure.

This is an issue where opinions depend very
much on regional, racial, and partisan
differences. First, in terms of region, Orleans
residents are most favorable (42 percent), though
even in the Orleans regions more residents are
o unfavorable (47 percent) than favorable.
Residents are least favorable in Southwestern
Louisiana where only 21 percent of residents
have a favorable attitude toward the ACA. In the
three remaining regions, support varies from 28
percent to 33 percent.

Attitudes toward the Affordable Care Act are albarply divided by race and partisanship. Fifty-seve
percent of African-American respondents have arfave view of the ACA compared to just 19 percent
of white respondents. Similarly, 54 percent of @emats have a favorable view compared to just 10
percent of Republicans and 21 percent of Indepaad&hese differences are accentuated by thelfact t



17 percent of African-American respondents anddrggnt of Democrats say they are unsure about the
ACA, compared to 7 percent of white respondents3apédrcent of Republicans. Uninsured residents are
less favorable toward the ACA than respondents hathlth insurance. Twenty-one percent of uninsured
residents compared to 33 percent of the insuredchtiadorable view of the ACA.

Despite the unfavorable attitudes, a majority ofiis@na residents said the ACA hasn’t made much
difference for their families. The specific questiwording is as followsDo you think you and your
family are better off or worse off as result of Wféordable Care Act, or hasn't it made much dédfere?

N (s # ( A majority of Louisiana residents — 55 percent —

I $ $1 6 + say the Affordable Care Act has made no

) difference for their families. Even so, a substdnt
7 minority — 30 percent — say they are worse off,
while relatively few Louisiana residents (12
percent) say they are better off. Whites,
Republicans and wealthier respondents are more
likely to say they are worse off.

Thirty-eight percent of white respondents
— compared to 11 percent of African-American
34 respondents say they are worse off. Notably, 24
percent of African-American respondents
compared to 6 percent of white respondents say

T they are better off because of the ACA.

Forty-three percent of Republicans and 37

percent of Independents say they are worse off ao@dpto 16 percent of Democrats.
Thirty-seven percent of residents earning betwdd®®$00 and $200,000 and 44 percent earning
more than $200,000 say they are worse off becdube dCA, compared to 25 percent earning
less than $25,000.

As with the question toward favorability, the moatious result resides with uninsured residents areo
more likely to say they are worse off — 37 perad@nininsured residents compared to 28 percenteof th
insured say they are worse off because the ACA.
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The low ratings for the Affordable Care Act areelikrooted in concerns over costs and quality. diogg
perceptions regarding the consequences on thearustguality of care, we asked respondents the
following two questions:

Do you think the 2010 Affordable Care Act will reduhe quality of YOUR healthcare, improve
the quality of your healthcare, or not make mudfedence?

And, do you think the 2010 Affordable Care Act midlke your health insurance more expensive,
less expensive, or do you think it will not makemdifference?

While a plurality of Louisiana residents — 42 pertce believe the ACA won’'t make much difference in
terms of the quality of care, a roughly equivalemmber — 39 percent — believe the ACA will reduce
overall quality. Relatively few residents belietxe tACA will improve quality. Concerns about the ACA
are magnified when we consider the costs. Fiftg-fsercent of residents believe care will be more
expensive because of the ACA, 33 percent belieweitt make much difference, and only 7 percent
believe care will be less expensive. Overall, rexsigl believe the best-case scenario for the AQRaitit
won’'t make much of a difference in quality or cdsetthe worst-case scenario, the ACA will reduce
quality for more expensive health care.



Differences in Perceptions of the Effect of the A@AQuality and Costs of Health Care

Lower Quality More Expensive
Race
White 53 67
Black 7 28
Education
Less than High School 12 35
High School 40 55
Some College 44 56
College Graduate 40 58
Income
Under 10k 25 39
10k-19,999 25 46
100k-199,999 47 68
200k+ 53 74
Party
Democrat 14 35
Republican 69 81
Independent 44 60

Whites, the better educated, the wealthier, andiRegans are more likely to believe the ACA will
reduce quality and increase the costs of health car



Chapter 6: Social & Political Issues

l. Race Relations

One question added to this year’s Louisiana sugaeyges perceptions of race relations. Specifically,
respondents were askddow thinking about race relations in Louisiana: Baou think race relations in

Louisiana are getting better, getting worse

or staying about the same?

A majority of Louisiana residents (51
percent) believe that race relations are
about the same, while just over a quarter
residents (26 percent) believe relations ar
getting better, and 21 percent believe rac
relations are getting worse. Differences a
not as pronounced as one might expect b
race. Twenty-eight percent of white
respondents said race relations were gett
better compared to 20 percent of African-
American respondents. Similarly, while
there is a partisan difference, it is not

—~

particularly striking: 30 percent of

Republicans compared to 22 percent of Democratsagayrelations are getting better. Republicans are
less likely to say relations are getting worse g&@fcent) than Democrats (26 percent).

To place this finding in context, we need a battaterstanding of where people believe race relgtion
currently stand. To capture this dimension, we dskepondentdo you think everyone in Louisiana
has a fair chance to improve their economic stagdaéegardless of race or do you think some racial

groups have an advantage over others?
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Overall, a majority of respondents believe that
some racial groups have an advantage but the
differences are not particularly large. Fifty-four
percent of all Louisiana residents believe some
racial groups have an advantage while 42
percent believe everyone has a fair chance. This
cursory glance, however, blurs marked
distinctions by race. Seventy-five percent of
African-American respondents believe that
some racial groups have an advantage
compared to 43 percent of white respondents.
Similarly, only 23 percent of African-American
respondents say everyone has a fair chance
compared to 53 percent of white respondents.



To place this in the context of whether,
race relations are improving, about ha
of the respondents who say everyone
has an equal chance (49 percent) alsc
believe race relations are “staying the
same.” Thirty-six percent of these
respondents believe that race relation
are getting better. A similar number —
52 percent — believe that race relation
are “staying the same,” but that some
racial groups have an advantage.
Overall, the view about whether racial
relations are getting better or worse
depends on whether one believes that
group had a fair chance to start.

We also see strong partisan differences on thistoure Thirty percent of Democrats believe that
everyone has an equal chance compared to 59 pefdeepublicans.

. The Political Process

This year’s Louisiana Survey included several qaestdesigned to gauge attitudes toward the palitic
process. The first asked residents the importahpelitical contributors relative to the importanck
citizens. The specific question wording is as feoOverall, who do you think exerts more influence
over Louisiana state government today - Louisiatiaens or the people who contribute to political

campaigns?
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More than three-quarters (78 percent)
of Louisiana residents believe that
people who contribute to political
campaigns exert the most influence.
Only 18 percent believe that citizens
exert the most influence. While there
is some variation in the levels of
support, this belief holds across
partisan affiliation, region, and
demographic characteristics.

Perhaps as a result of the concerns
over political influence, citizens
express strong support for requiring
the disclosure of donors’ occupations.
Specifically, respondents were asked:

Would you support or oppose a proposal requirinfitizal contributors to disclose their occupation
when making a contribution to a political campaigd@venty-one percent support the proposal, 23
percent are opposed, and 6 percent were unsuid notdknow.



To gauge attitudes toward fairness of the elecimadess, residents were asked their level of aygae
with the following statement:am confident the current election process in k@ia produces fair

outcomes.

While a majority of residents agree with
the statement (53 percent), a substantial
number — 37 percent — disagree. Regional
and demographic differences on this
guestion are fairly muted, but some
partisan differences emerged, with
Democrats and Independents more likely
to disagree about the fairness of the
system. Thirty-nine percent of Democrats
and 43 percent of Independents disagree
that the system produces fair outcomes
compared to just 29 percent of
Republicans. Alternatively, 66 percent of
Republicans agreed the system produces
fair outcomes compared to 51 percent of
Democrats and 45 percent of Independents.

[I. Crime and Punishment
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A substantial majority of
Louisiana residents — 62
percent — believe that crime is
increasing in the state; 25
percent believe crime is
decreasing; and 11 percent
believe crime is staying about
the same. Perceptions of crime
at the state level do not always
extend to the local community.
Forty-seven percent of
residents said crime was

- increasing in their local
community, 35 percent said
crime was decreasing, and 15

percent said crime was staying

about the same. Regional differences exist, tholigbe differences do not mirror local crime rates.
Seventy-one percent of residents in Southwest iamas 70 percent in Baton Rouge, and 69 percent in
the Northshore and surrounding parishes said onaincreasing in the state overall. In New Orleans
contrast, 46 percent said crime was increasingerstate. Fewer residents say crime is increasitteir



local community. The most notable difference i9g8int gap in Baton Rouge between perceptions
crime is increasing in the state (70 percent) \&tha local community (40 percent).

Given concerns about crime, we also wanted to gaiigen perceptions regarding criminal sentencing.
Specifically, residents were askd&derall, do you think sentencing for people comdabdf crimes in
Louisiana is working pretty well, needs
some changes, or needs major

" 8%

) changes?
Respondents to the question were split,
0% .
$ but only on the question of whether we

need major or minor changes. Overall,
42 percent said major changes were
needed, 38 percent opted for minor
changes, and 16 percent said the
system worked pretty well. We don't
see very large differences in our
regional, demographic, or partisan
breakouts.

It is important to note the question did
not contain a descriptive qualifier in sentencaad&oo harsh” or “too light” — the question waslp in
regard to changes.

Whether they consider this a major or minor changentencing, Louisiana residents show strong
support for reducing the sentences of nonvioleintingls. Our specific question wording is as folkow
Overall in regard to sentencing criminals in Loaisa- would you support or oppose SHORTER
sentences for people convicted of NON-VIOLENT @fme

Seventy-two percent of residents support a sheemtence for people who commit non-violent crimes,
22 percent were opposed, and 6 percent were unsereee some differences in levels of support acros
subgroups but not in the direction of support. &ample, 77 percent of African-American respondents
compared to 69 percent of white respondents sugporter sentences for people who commit nonviolent
crimes. Similarly, 75 percent of Democrats compdoe@il percent of Republicans support shorter
sentences. These differences, however, do not eltheghasic picture: Louisiana residents support
shorter sentences for people who commit nonviagnies.



V. Same Sex Marriage

At the national level, supporters of same sex
2 " marriage now constitute a growing majority (59% as
#& of a February 2014 Washington Post-ABC News
- poll). While support for gay marriage in Louisiana
lags behind national support, the survey suggests
growing support for same sex marriage and civil
unions, though the increases are small and witign t
margin of error. Support for same sex marriage
increased by three points over the past year from 3
percent to 42 percent, while support for civil urso
increased from 47 percent to 50 percent.

We see notable regional differences. In New
Orleans, a substantial majority — 58 percent —
. = support same sex marriage while in Southwestern

( (7T@ "2 8%

Louisiana (36 percent) and North Louisiana (29
percent), opposition remains strong.

We also see differences by age and partisan &fiiiaSixty percent of 18-24 year olds support same
marriage compared to 28 percent of residents 6®hiadt; and, 46 percent of Democrats compared to 23
percent of Republicans support same sex marriegey-eight percent of Independents support same se
marriage. We see similar patterns for civil uniarith support highest in New Orleans (65 percent),
among younger age groups, and Democrats and Indeptn

Regardless of their current opinion, most Louisieggidents believe same sex marriages will evegtual
be legal in Louisiana. The specific question wogdmas followsRegardless of your personal view, do
you think same sex marriages will eventually ball@gthe state of Louisiana®ore than two-thirds of
Louisiana residents — 67 percent — believe thaesser marriage will eventually be legal. The most
notable difference on this question is by age: &t@nt of 18-24 year olds believe same sex magiage
will eventually be legal compared to 57 percentesidents 65 and older. Partisan differences @n thi
guestion are relatively small: 63 percent of Derats;r64 percent of Republicans, and 71 percent of
Independents believe same sex marriage will eviintoa legal in Louisiana.

V. Marijuana

Support for legalizing marijuana for personal uas lincreased since 2013, but only slightly from 42
percent to 44 percent. Support for legalizatiohanisiana lags roughly 10-points behind the nationa
average. The most recent survey conducted by theResearch Center (February 2014) reported support
for legalization at 54 percent. Support in Louisidar legalizing marijuana for medical purposesiisch
stronger — 79 percent — but that also lags behatidmal estimates, which range as high as 88 penten
support.



S AN @) Support for legalization for personal use differs
$ $ | by region, gender, age, race, and partisan
affiliation.

. - New Orleans residents are most
supportive of legalizing marijuana (55 percent)
while residents in Southwestern Louisiana (37
percent) and North Louisiana (35 percent) are
least supportive.
Men are more supportive of
0) %)) $ legalization than women by a 49-38 margin.
Younger people are more supportive of
legalization, but the strongest levels of support
are in the 25-34 age group (63 percent) rather
than the 18-24 year olds (50 percent). Less thamladults age 65 and older support
legalization (24 percent).
In terms of race, white respondents are more stigpdahan African-American respondents by a
47-38 margin.
Democrats are more supportive of legalizing mangior personal use (43 percent) than
Republicans (34 percent), but Independents are suggortive than either partisan group (49
percent).

m#$ 12% @ !2%

When it comes to legalization for medical use, supjs stronger, and there are fewer differencesssc
region and partisanship. New Orleans is still nsogtportive (89 percent), while North Louisianagadt
supportive. In North Louisiana, 72 percent of mesgents support legalization for medical purposes.
Similarly, younger residents are more supportiviegélization for medical use, but support is sgronl
percent) among the 65 and over age group. FiréRyercent of Democrats and 85 percent of
Independents support legalization for medical wsepared to 63 percent of Republicans.

Regardless of their opinion on legalization forgoeral use, just under two-thirds of Louisiana ressid
(65 percent) believe marijuana will eventually egdl for personal use, 30 percent believe marijuala
not eventually be legal, and 5 percent were unsMeefound significant differences for gender and
education, but not for partisan affiliation.

Seventy-three percent of men compared to 59 peofembmen said marijuana will eventually be
legalized.

Sixty-two percent of college graduates comparedltpercent of high school graduates said
marijuana would eventually be legalized for persose.

VI. Guns
To gauge support for restrictions on firearms, oasients were asked about their support of a ban on

assault weapons and for stricter restrictions @afim access. With respect to a ban on assaultonsap
majority of Louisiana residents — 54 percent — @gp@ statewide ban, 43 percent support a ban and 2
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favor a ban on assault weapons.

percent don’t know or are unsure. Support for a
ban on assault weapons differs by region,
gender, race, education, and political party.

Support for the ban is strongest in the
Orleans region (55 percent) and is weakest in
Southwestern Louisiana (33 percent) and North
Louisiana (39 percent).

Women are more supportive of an
assault weapons ban than men by a 49 to 36
margin.

Forty-nine percent of African-American
respondents compared to 39 percent of white
respondents favor an assault weapons ban.

Forty-seven percent of residents with a
college degree compared to 32 percent of
residents with less than a high school education

Fifty-four percent of Democrats, 31 percent of Réjwans, and 43 percent of Independents favor

an assault weapons ban.

Though Louisiana residents are not particularlypsutive of a ban on assault weapons, they do
appear open to some restrictions. The specifictouesording is as follows:

Would you support or oppose stricter statewiderieigins on access to firearms@/e should note
the question intentionally leaves vague what thiestrictions might be.

Overall, 55 percent of residents say they woulgsupstricter restrictions on access to firearnss, 4
percent are opposed, and 2 percent are unsurentbikdow. Support is strongest in the New Orleans
region (69 percent) and weakest in Southwest Laniis{48 percent). Support is 50 percent or better
in each of the remaining regions. Support alsedifby race, gender, and partisanship.

- Sixty-four percent of women compared to 46 percémien support tighter restrictions on

firearms.

Sixty-eight percent of African-American respondectsmpared to 49 percent of white
respondents support tighter restrictions on firearm

Seventy-one percent of Democrats compared to 4kpeof Republicans support tighter
restrictions. Independents fall in-between at 52 @at.

VII. Vaccinations

Concern over the side effects of vaccinations édsbme parents to forego routine vaccinationsticig
both individual and public health risks. To see remmmon these perceptions are in Louisiana we asked
respondents the following questidrhave a question about childhood vaccines, sagkiaccines for
measles, mumps, and polio. Do you think these mes@re more dangerous than the diseases they are
designed to prevent, or less dangerous than tleades they are designed to prevent?

The vast majority of Louisiana residents recogtiizd the health benefits of vaccinations outweigh a
risks. Seventy-five percent of residents said veatedns are less dangerous than the diseasesrthey a
designed to prevent, but 14 percent of respondkatght vaccinations were more dangerous and 11
percent said they did not know or were unsure. fitgéans 1 in 4 Louisiana residents either think
vaccinations are less safe than the diseases teydesigned to prevent or that they did not know.



Lower income, less educated, and

" African-American residents are most at
risk based on the responses to this

3 @ particular question:

$ - Twenty-three percent of African-
American respondents say vaccines are
83 more dangerous than the diseases they
are designed to prevent, and 13 percent
say they do not know or are unsure about
their safety.

Twenty-one percent of residents
with less than a high school education
said vaccines were less safe, and an
additional 15 percent said they were
unsure or did not know.
$3% . Twenty-four percent of residents
earning less than $10,000 said vaccines

/ $$
$

were more dangerous than the diseases they warg toyprevent and 23 percent said they did
not know or were unsure.

VIIl.  Climate Change

To gauge Louisiana residents’ perceptions regardingate change, we asked whether they thought the
world’'s temperature has increased and whetheirtbisase is because of human activity. Our first
question is worded as followgvhat is your personal opinion? Do you think thag World's temperature
probably has been going up over the past 100 ye@ardo you think this probably has not been
happening?

Overall, 60 percent of residents said temperatwezs probably increasing, 34 percent said tempegatu
were probably not increasing, and 6 percent weseingnor did not know. Belief that temperatures are
probably increasing is strongest in the Orlean®rey0 percent) and are weakest in the Northshonde
surrounding parishes (52 percent). In the remginggions, belief that temperatures have probabdinb
increasing ranges from 56 to 61 percent. In additoregion, women, African-Americans, and
Democrats are more likely to say temperatures paseably been increasing.

Sixty-six percent of women compared to 53 percénten believe temperatures are probably
increasing.

Seventy-seven percent of African-American respotsdleompared to 51 percent of white
respondents believe temperatures are probablyaisicrg

Seventy-six percent of Democrats believe tempegatare probably increasing compared to 39
percent of Republicans.

Among those respondents who believe that climaaagh is happening, a majority — 53 percent — believ
that increasing temperatures are due to humantgc#d® percent say it is due to other factors @nd
percent were unsure or did not know. The specifiestjon wording is as followfo you think that this
rise in global temperature is primarily the resafthuman activity or primarily the result of other
factors?The interpretation is that while a majority of lisiana residents (60 percent) believe



temperatures are probably increasing, only sligmibye than half of these respondents believe the
increase is due to human activity, or roughly 3dceet of the overall population.

With the exception of age and political party, veend see many differences across this questiost,F@
percent of 18-24 year olds believe that rising teraures are due to human activity compared to 46
percent of those 65 and older. Second, 58 peofdimocrats compared to 38 percent of Republicans
believe rising temperatures are due to human &agctivi

IX. Tort Reform

Because of lawsuits brought against oil and gaspemirs, tort reform will be an important issue dgri
the legislative session. In the current surveysagght to tap public attitudes toward tort reforyn b
including questions asking respondents about lionitslamages to plaintiffs and whether businesses
would avoid locating in Louisiana over concernsighmossible lawsuits. Specifically, we asked
respondents whether they would agree or disagréeetiag following statements:

1. There should be limits set on the amount of damag#sintiff can seek in a case;
2. Some businesses avoid coming to Louisiana bechegdelieve the state allows too many
lawsuits.

A substantial majority of respondents —
64 percent — agree to limiting the

7 amount of damages a plaintiff could
seek, 31 percent disagree, and 5 percent
are unsure. Residents are more divided
over whether “some businesses” avoid
coming to Louisiana because of the
number of lawsuits. Fifty percent of
residents agreed, 30 percent disagreed
and 20 percent said they were not sure

6 $1-1 8% (-% $$3° or did not know. The language here
no ’$ 8$ $ i !/. $$ ) f_$ matters, as “some businesses” is not
1$$ clearly defined and should yield a
different response than some other
w1 =9 34. qualifier.

Overall, there are not substantial demographicactigan differences in agreement that there shioeild
limits set on damages. We do, however, see sonenagnd partisan differences in the perceptia th
businesses will avoid the state because of thé éay&ronment. Forty-two percent of residents ie th
Orleans region agree that “some businesses” waad d ouisiana because of lawsuits compared to 57
percent of residents in the Northshore and thesading parishes. Similarly, 48 percent of Demaxrat
agree that lawsuits serve as a deterrent to bisgiadgcating in the state, compared to 62 perdent o
Republicans.



Survey Methodology, Script, and Basic Frequencies:

Survey Methodology

About the Surveylhe 2014 Louisiana Survey includes a traditidaatlline telephone survey combined
with a survey of Louisiana cell phone users. Tiselts are weighted to reflect current population
demographics as reflected in the most recentlylalai Census data. The combined survey includeS 109
respondents, including 571 respondents selected landline telephone numbers via random-digit
dialing and 524 respondents selected from availeddleohone blocks. Interviews were conducted from
February 4 to February 24, 2014. The overall suhasa margin of error of +/- 3.0 percentage points
The response rate for the landline portion of tmeey was 9 percent, meaning that 9 percent of tall
eligible households resulted in a completed ingawiThe response rate for the cell phone survey was
also 9 percent. Response rates for surveys havedoesistently declining over the past several desa
and these response rates are within the range afivels been reported by national survey organizatio
such as the Pew Center for the People and the &ndsSallup.

Full Script and Frequencies:

1) To begin with, would you say things are generatling in the right direction, or do you think
things are going in the wrong direction here inils@na?

(N=1,080)
Right Direction 41
Wrong Direction 43.8
Don't Know 14.7
Refused 0.6
Total 100




2) In your opinion, what do you think is the SINGLE shdimportant problem facing the state of
Louisiana? [open-ended]

(N=1,080)
Education 28.5
Economy-Jobs 22.7
Politics 14.6
Health Care 10.2
Crime 7.5
Roads 2.4
Budget 2.5
Environment 2.1
Other 9.5

3) How much confidence would you say you have in gateernment to effectively address this
problem? Would you say you are very confident, sohrat confident, not very confident, or not
at all confident?

N=1095
Very Confident 5.7
Somewhat Confident 30
Not Very Confident 32.2
Not at all confident 27.2
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 4.7




4) We are also interested in how people are gettioggalinancially these days. Would you say that

you are better off financially, worse off, or abtlue same as you were a year ago?

N=1095
Better 25
Same 47.2
Worse 27.1
Refused 0.3
Don't Know 0.4

5) What about business conditions in the state ofdiana -- do you think that at the present time

business conditions in Louisiana are better, warsapout the same as they were a year ago?

N=1095
Better 25.7
Same 47.5
Worse 22.8
Don't Know 4.1

6) What about business conditions in the nation yalothink that at the present time business

conditions in the country as a whole are betterse, or about the same as they were a year ago?

N=1095
Better 18.5
Same 35.5
Worse 39.6
Refused 0.1

Don't Know 6.3




7) When it comes to the overall state economy, woold say Louisiana is currently faring better
than the rest of the country, worse than the resbontry or about the same as the rest of the

country?
N=1095
Better 31.7
Same 33.5
Worse 32.2
Don't Know 2.7

8) And how do you think the Louisiana economy compagtative to other southern states? Do you

think Louisiana is currently faring better than tlket of the south, worse than the rest of the
south or about the same?

N=1094
Better 25.7
Same 45.7
Worse 23.8
Don't Know 4.8

9) Do you favor or oppose increasing the minimum wiadeouisiana to $8.50 an hour?

N=1095
Favor 73.8
Oppose 23.2
Refused 0.3
Don't Know 2.7




10) As you may be aware, Louisiana often provides tiaemtives to businesses to locate or expand
in Louisiana. Overall, do you think it is a goo@adfor Louisiana to provide these tax incentives
to businesses, a bad idea, or haven't you givemoiigh thought?

N=1095
Good ldea 54.8
Bad ldea 10.1

Haven't given it enough thought  33.2

Don't Know 1.9

11) Thinking about state income taxes, would you say $skate income taxes are too high and need to
be reduced, too low and need to be increasedsbapout right?

N=1095

%

Too high and need to be reduced 38.2

Too low and need to be increased 7.6

Just about right 47.1
Refused 0.8
Don't Know 6.4

12) What about the state sales tax, would you saythieastate sales tax is too high and needs to be
reduced, too low and needs to be increased, oahmit right?

N=1095

%

Too high and need to be reduced 42.9

Too low and need to be increased 4.7

Just about right 49.8

Don't Know 2.7




13) What about local property taxes, would you sayllpcaperty taxes are too high and need to be
reduced, too low and need to be increased, oahait right?

N=1095

%

Too high and need to be reduced 43.4

Too low and need to be increased 5

Just about right 38
Refused 0.3
Don't Know 13.2

14) Which of the following statements comes closegaressing your view when it comes to
reforming the Louisiana tax system?

N=1095
LA tax system works well (needs small
changes) 46.2
There is too much (need complete change) 44.4
Refused 0.7
Don't Know 8.4

Now I'm going to read you some different areas wheruisiana spends tax dollars. As | read each one,
tell me if you would like to see state spendinghiis area increased, decreased, or kept abouathe.s
First what about spending for...

15) Primary and secondary education

N=1095
Increase 80
Decrease 4.4
Keep about the same 14.5
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 1




16) Higher education

N=1095
Increase 74.3
Decrease 6.4
Keep about the same 17.5
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 1.7
17) Health care
N=1095
Increase 57
Decrease 11.9
Keep about the same 26.6
Refused 0.2
Don't Know 4.2

18) Roads, bridges, and mass transit

N=1095
Increase 69.1
Decrease 2.5
Keep about the same 27
Refused 0.2
Don't Know 1.2




19) Prisons

N=1095
Increase 18.5
Decrease 34.9
Keep about the same 40.2
Refused 0.5
Don't Know 59

20) Social Assistance Programs such as Welfare and Staodps

N=1095
Increase 21.5
Decrease 38.5
Keep about the same 36
Refused 0.4
Don't Know 3.6

22) Attracting new businesses and jobs to the state

N=1095
Increase 68.2
Decrease 6.2
Keep about the same 23.9
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 1.7




23) Now thinking about race relations in Louisiana: y@m think race relations in Louisiana are
getting better, getting worse or staying aboutsiéime?

N=1095
Getting better 25.5
Getting worse 20.7
Staying the same 50.5
Refused 0.3
Don't Know 3

24) Do you think everyone in Louisiana has a fair cleatacimprove their economic standing
regardless of race or do you think some racial gschave an advantage over others?

N=1095
Everyone has a fair chance 42.4
Some groups have an
advantage 54
Refused 0.4
Don't Know 3.2

25) Overall, who do you think exerts more influencerdveuisiana state government today -
Louisiana citizens or the people who contributpdbtical campaigns?

N=1095
Louisiana Citizens 17.6
Campaign Contributors 77.7
Refused 0.2
Don't Know 4.5




26) Would you support or oppose a proposal requiriridigal contributors to disclose their
occupation when making a contribution to a pollt@ampaign?

N=1095
Support 70.8
Oppose 23.2
Refused 0.4
Don't Know 5.6

27) Please tell me whether you strongly agree, agesthar agree nor disagree, disagree, or strongly
disagree with the following statement: "I am cogfitithe current election process in Louisiana
produces fair outcomes."

N=1095
Strongly Agree 9.4
Agree 43.1

Neither Agree nor Disagreg 8.4
Disagree 27.6
Strongly Disagree 9.7
Refused 0.1

Don't Know 1.6

28) Now turning our attention to crime: In the lastdfiyears, would you say the amount of crime in
Louisiana has increased, decreased, or stayed tilgossame?

N=1095
Increase 61.9
Decreased 10.5
Stayed about the same 24.6
Don't Know 3




29) And what about crime in your local community? Wowytih say the amount of crime in your
local community has increased, decreased, or styegt the same?

N=1095
Increase 47.1
Decreased 154
Stayed about the same 35.2
Don't Know 2.3

30) Overall, do you think sentencing for people coredicof crimes in Louisiana is working pretty
well, needs some changes, or needs major changes?

N=1095
Works pretty well 11.1
Needs some changes 42.2
Needs major changes 42.8
Don't Know 3.9

31) Overall in regard to sentencing criminals in Loais- would you support or oppose SHORTER
sentences for people convicted of Non-Violent cefhe

N=1095
Support 71.8
Oppose 22.2
Refused 0.3
Don't Know 57




32) Now | have some questions about education in Lanési
Students are often given the grades A, B, C, [, wr denote the quality of their work. What
grade would you give the public schools in yourlamommunity?

N=1095

11.7

27.3

34.9

14.4

M 9O 0O w >

6.2

Refused 0.1

Don't Know 52

33) What grade would you give to Louisiana public sthawerall?

N=1095
A 4
B 17.2
C 45.1
D 20.8
F 6.1
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 6.7

34) How familiar are you with the "Common Core" startiiain English and Math recently adopted
for all Louisiana public schools?

N=1095
Very familiar 16.2
Somewhat familiar 32.8
Not very familiar 19.7
Not familiar at all 28.6
Don't Know 2.6




35) Based on what you do know, do you think Common Gteedards are too demanding, about
right, or not demanding enough?

N=1095
Too demanding 23.6
About right 24
Not demanding enough 24.5
Don't have enough information 16.5
Refused 0.4
Don't Know 11

36) Do you think private schools in Louisiana shoulsbahave to meet Common Core standards?

N=1095
Yes 67.1
No 21.2
Don't Know 11.7

37) How confident are you that implementing Common Gitesdards in Louisiana public schools
will make students more college or career readynypaduation?

N=1094
Very Confident 19.2
Somewhat confident 28.8
Not very confident 17.1
Not at all confident 17.6
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 17.1




38) When it comes to the number of state tests cugréaiten by public school students, do you think
there is too much testing, not enough testingheright amount of testing?

N=1095
Too much testing 35.2
Not enough testing 17.8
Right amount of testing 36.5
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 10.3

39) Do you favor or oppose providing parents with ctahdin failing public schools with tax money
in the form of scholarships to help pay for thdirldren to attend private or religious schools?

N=1095
Favor 50
Oppose 44.9
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 5

40) As you may be aware, TOPS is a scholarship profmaned by the state of Louisiana that
provides financial support for Louisiana high sdngtadents to attend Louisiana state colleges
and universities. Some state leaders have propeseding the number or amount of TOPS
awards as a way of addressing current budget shisrt?Vhat about you? Would you support or
oppose the following proposals:

Reducing the total amount of money qualified stisleeceive from the TOPS program?

N=1095
Support 21.5
Oppose 73.8
Refused 0.2
Don't Know 4.6




41) Increasing the academic requirements to qualifafoaward - for example requiring a higher
grade point average and/or ACT score?

N=1095
Support 54.2
Oppose 41.7
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 4

42) Providing a flat monetary award per student as spgao the award being tied to tuition costs at
a particular college or university.

N=1094
Support 48.5
Oppose 44 .4
Refused 0.3
Don't Know 6.8

43) Would you support or oppose a proposal allowingitiana colleges and universities to set
tuition without state legislative approval?

N=1095
Support 33.3
Oppose 59
Refused 0.4
Don't Know 7.3




44) Would you support or oppose a state-wide salemtarase of 1 extra CENT for every 4 dollars
spent if all of the additional money generated wewtard higher education?

N=1095
Support 71.4
Oppose 26.6
Refused 0.2
Don't Know 1.7

45) To the best of your knowledge, what type of Redeard. SU Baton Rouge known for? [open-
ended](Note: Numbers will not add to 100 as some respotsdgaid more than one type of

research)
N=1095
Medical/Biological 26.3
Agriculture 18.3
Engineering/PetroChem 4.8
General Research/Science 4.1
Veterinary Medicine 2.6
Coastal/Environmental 2.0
Football/Sports 2.0
Bus./Econ./Pol. Sci. 2.0
Law 1.8
Education 0.8
Other 4.1
Don't Know/Refused 42.0

46) Now | have some questions for you about laws inisiana. Would you support or oppose a law
allowing same-sex couples to be legally marriedanisiana?

N=1095
Support 41.7
Oppose 52.7
Refused 15
Don't Know 4.1




47)Would you support or oppose a law allowing sameeseiples to form civil unions in Louisiana?

N=1095
Support 49.8
Oppose 43.4
Refused 14
Don't Know 54

48) Regardless of your personal view, do you think samemarriages will eventually be legal in the
state of Louisiana?

N=1095
Yes: will eventually be
legal 67
No: will not be legal 27.5
Refused 0.3
Don't Know 51

49) Would you support or oppose legalizing the possessi small amounts of Marijuana for
PERSONAL use?

N=1095
Support 43.5
Oppose 54.1
Refused 0.3
Don't Know 2.1




50) Would you support or oppose legalizing the possessi small amounts of marijuana for
MEDICAL use?

N=1095
Support 78.7
Oppose 194

Refused 0.1
Don't Know 1.8

51) Regardless of your personal view, do you think pss®n of small amounts of marijuana for

personal use will eventually be legal in the stdteouisiana?
N=1095
Yes: will eventually be
legal 65.4
No: will not be legal 30
Don't Know 4.6

52) On another note - Would you support or oppose &8ide ban on the sale of assault weapons?
N=1095
Support 42.8
Oppose 54.4
Refused 0.4
Don't Know 2.4

53) Would you support or oppose stricter statewidericgins on access to firearms?

N=1095
Support 55.3
Oppose 43.1

Refused 0.2
Don't Know 1.4




54) | have a question about childhood vaccines, susaesines for measles, mumps, and polio. Do
you think these vaccines are more dangerous tleadiskeases they are designed to prevent, or
less dangerous than the diseases they are des@mpesi/ent?

N=1095
More dangerous than the
diseases 13.9
Less dangerous than the diseases 75.2
Refused 0
Don't Know 10.9

55) What is your personal opinion? Do you think th&t world's temperature probably has been
going up over the past 100 years, or do you thirkgrobably has not been happening?

N=1095

Probably has been happening 59.6

Probably has not been happening 34.4

Refused 0.2

Don't Know 5.8

56) Do you think that this rise in global temperatwg@rimarily the result of human activity or
primarily the result of other factors?

N=647
Human activity is the primary
cause 52.6
Other factors are the primary cause 39.8
Refused 0.6
Don't Know 7




57) On another topic......Should there be penaltiebfimging frivolous lawsuits to court?

N=1095
Yes 78.5
No 17.6
Refused 0.4
Don't Know 3.5

58) Should the loser of a court case be required tdlpayvinners attorney's fees?

N=1095
Yes 53.6
No 40.3
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 6

59) Would you agree or disagree with the following etiaént- "Most lawsuits are unnecessary and
motivated by greed?"

N=1095
Agree 73.3
Disagree 23.3
Refused 0.3
Don't Know 3.2

60) Would you agree or disagree with the following etiaént - "there should be limits set on the
amount of damages a plaintiff can seek in a case."

N=1095
Agree 63.9
Disagree 31.3
Refused 0.2
Don't Know 4.5




61) Would you agree or disagree with the following estaént - "some businesses avoid coming to
Louisiana because they believe the state allowstamy lawsuits"

N=1095
Agree 50.3
Disagree 29.6
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 20

62) Now | have a few quick questions for you about keszlre. Are you now covered by any form of
health insurance or health plan? This would incloealth coverage through an employer, a
private plan you bought yourself, and coverageughoa government program like Medicare or
Medicaid?

[READ IF NECESSARY: Military Champus or champ varsluded]

N=1095
Yes 83.7
No 16.2
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 0.1

63) As you may know, The Affordable Care Act was sigivdd law in 2010. Given what you know
about the Affordable Care Act, do you have a gdlyei@/orable or generally unfavorable
opinion of it?

[DO NOT READ: If respondent asks "Is that Obama@ar something similar- you can clarify
that yes - The Affordable Care Act is commonly kmoas Obamacare]

N=1095
Favorable 31.2
Unfavorable 57.5
Refused 0.2
Don't Know 111




64) Do you think you and your family are better offweorse off as result of The Affordable Care
Act, or hasn't it made much difference? [INTERVIER/E asked, you can say Obamacare]

N=1095
Better off 12.2
Worse off 29.7
Hasn't Made Much
Difference 54.6
Don't Know 3.5

65) Louisiana does NOT offer a state-based exchamgeniosured residents to purchase health
insurance. Uninsured Louisiana residents have itchaise insurance from a federal exchange.

Overall, do you think that makes the QUALITY of lteansurance obtained better, worse, or
about the same for Louisiana residents?

N=1095
Better 11.3
Worse 43.6
About the same 35.8
Refused 0.4
Don't Know 9

66) Do you think the 2010 Affordable Care Act will reduthe quality of YOUR healthcare, improve
the quality of your healthcare, or not make mudfedence?

N=944
Improve the quality of my
healthcare 14.4
Reduce the quality of my healthcare 38.8
Won't make much difference 42.2
Refused 0.2
Don't Know 4.4




67) And, do you think the 2010 Affordable Care Act wilake your health insurance more
expensive, less expensive, or do you think it mdt make much difference

N=944
More expensive 55.1
Less expensive 7.1
Won't make much
difference 32.7
| don't have insurance 0.1
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 4.9

68) Would you say you pay a great deal of attentiomesattention, not very much attention, or no
attention at all to news about state government?

N=1095
A great deal 28.7
Some attention 45.4
Not very much attention 19.5
No attention at all 6
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 0.3

69) Do you get most of your news about Louisiana pudtiairs and politics from television,
newspapers, radio, or the internet? (CHOOSE ONE)

N=1095
Television 54.1
Newspapers 12.1
Radio 6
Internet 25.8
Refused 0.2
Don't Know 1.9




70) [For those who answered Internafyhich device do you use for the MAJORITY of yowws
consumption?

N=240
iPhone/mobile phone 40.7
iPad or other tablet 11.8
Desktop Computer 22.5
Laptop 24.2
Don't Know 0.8

71) In the past week, how many days did you read a pemer

N=1095

0 42.3

1 10.1

10.3

8.5

3.9

3.4

0.9

N O O B~ O wWN

20

Don't Know 0.5




72) When you read the newspaper, do you mostly reagdéper version of the newspaper or do you
read the paper online?

N=684
Read paper version 74.3
Read online 24.3
Don't Know 1.4

73) In the past week, how many days did you watch al iidevision news program such as
"Eyewitness News" or "Action News"?

N=1095

0 15.1

1 5.7

8.6

9.4

7.3

1.9

2
3
4 6.8
5
6
7

45

Don't Know 0.3




74) In the past week, how many days did you watch mait network news program such as ABC
World News Tonight, NBC Nightly News or CBS EveniNgws?

N=1095

0 30.9

[N

6.4

111

9.3

4.6

7.1

1.2

N O O B~ O WDN

28.8

Don't Know 0.7

75) In the past week, how many days did you watch asragram on one of the dedicated cable
news networks such as Fox News, MSNBC, or CNN?

N=1095
0 34
1 7.3
2 9.7
3 7.6
4 4.8
5 6.3
6 1.9
7 27.7
Don't Know 0.8




76) In the past week, how many days did you listentiews program on radio?

N=1095

0 55.3

1 6.1

7.3

4.5

6.8

0.4

2
3
4 3.5
5
6
7

15.9

Don't Know 0.3

77) In the past week, how many days did you go ontlinget news about public affairs and politics?

N=1095

0 43.8

1 6.3

7.3

7.1

51

1

2
3
4 3.4
5
6
7

26

Don't Know 0.1




78) Generally speaking do you consider yourself a Deatp&epublican, Independent, or what?

N=1095
Democrat 37
Republican 24.4
Independent 25.3
Other 9.9
Refused 1
Don't Know 2.3

79) Would you consider yourself a strong or a not songt [Democrat or Republican]

N=717

Strong 61.7

Not so strong 36.8
Don't Know 15

80) Would you say, you lean to the Democratic PartiRepublican Party, or would you say you

don't lean to either party?

N=378
Democratic Party 14.5
Republican Party 24.7
Independent (no lean) 55.4
Refused 1.6
Don't Know 3.7




81) We just have a few follow up questions left. Yoatalis very helpful and will be used only for
statistical purposes. In what year were you born?

Age Ranges N=1095
18-24 13.7
25-34 18.7
35-44 16.1
45-54 18.2
55-64 16.3

65+ 17.1
Total 100

82) Do you own your own home, pay rent, or somethisg 2|

Do you own or rent a
home?
N=1095
Own home 62.1
Rent home 23.1
Something else 14.5
Refused 0.4

83) And do any children under the age of 18 currergbide in your household?

N=1095
Yes 37.1
No 62.6

Refused 0.3




84) (For those with at least 1 child in the househdda) any of these children attend a public school

in Louisiana?
N=335
Yes 66.3
No 335
Don't Know 0.2

85) (For those with at least 1 child in the househddd) any of these children attend private school in

Louisiana?

Any children in private
schools in the household?

N=335
Yes 23.4
No 76.6
Total 100

86) Which of the following categories best describesryevel of education? Please stop me when |

get to that category.

Less than High School 9

High School 22.7
Some Col. or Voc. Degree 32.2

College degree 36




87) What is your current marital status?

N=1095
Married 48
Single 33.7
Divorced 10.2
Separated 1.3
Widowed 6.5
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 0.1

88) And what is your zip code?

[Data not included]

89) Are you of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?

N=1095
Yes 3
No 96.4
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 0.5

90) Which of the following best describes you? Are White, African-American, Asian, or

something else?

N=1095
White 62.4
African American 30.6
Asian 0.4
Other 6.6
Total 100




91) Is your religious preference Christian, Jewish, MusAgnostic, Atheists, or something else?

N=1095
Christian 83.4
Jewish 0.1
Muslim 0.8
Agnostic 1.8
Atheist 1.7
Something Else 11.3
Refused 0.3
Don't Know 0.5

92) Do you generally consider yourself Protestant, Glathnondenominational, or something else?

N=936
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 0.2
Protestant 14.6
Catholic 34.4
Baptist 25.4
Nondenominational 15.4
Something Else 9.9

93) Do you generally consider yourself an evangelicdlarn again?

N=936
Yes 52
No 43.6
Refused 0.1
Don't Know 4.3




94) How often do you attend services at a church, sygag, mosque, or other place of

worship?...Never, once a year, a few times a yware a month, about twice a month, once a
week or more often

N=1095
Never 14.8
Once a year 3.4
A few times a year 15
Once a month 6.2
About twice a month 12.1
Once a week or more 47.2
Refused 0.3
Don't Know 11

95) Are you currently employed full-time, employed pante, retired, unemployed and looking for
work, or not employed and not looking for work?

N=1095
Employed full-time 52.2
Employed part-time 9
Retired 17.7
Unemployed and looking 8.4
Not employed; not looking 8.1
On disability 4.3
Refused 0.2
Don't Know 0.2




96) We would like to know what your household incomeswast year before taxes. This information
will remain strictly confidential and will only besed for statistical purposes. Please stop me
when | get to the category that includes your hbakkincome.

N=1095

Under 10k 8.5
10k-19999 9.9
20k-29999 8.6
30k-39999 8.6
40k-49999 7.4

50k-74999 13.2
75k-99999 9.7

100k-199999 11.4
200k+ 3.9

Refused 10.8

Don't Know 8

97) And finally- Are you a gun owner?

N=1095
Yes 46.1
No 52.5
Refused 1.2
Don't Know 0.2

98) Record Gender [DO NOT ASK]

Gender
N=1095
Male 48.3
Female 51.7
Total 100




For Reference — We defined the 5 Regions in tipenteby Parish.
Details below:
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Please direct any methodology questions to:

Michael Climek — Operations Manager
LSU - Public Policy Research Lab
225-578-7499

mclimek@Isu.edu, www.survey.lsu.edu



